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THL BAN N LK 5LIULS Or 
5LLECTLD' ShOKT JTORJL5 




1 ■ Mttdnma A!!,inn!, h« was confronted by tho threatening 
figure of MI*■ June, whoso face had a look in it thai 
J * • hoded troutilo, but quickly changed to ono of grim omusa- 

/ g ment. 

/ /i / J fg "So you're the man that wants me, aro you?" said 

g/ g/ ly g/ g/ aim. "Confound your Impmlonco, to a'pose I'd take uf 

with a little fnt aqunb of a thing like youl Oh, mji 
Ooodhy, Johnny.” Bho ahut her eyes with a grlmacn 
snapped her fingers and wont back to her bandbox. 

By this tlmo the resourceful manager had got hit 

second wind. "A fine day, Mr. - Corpus. Well, herf 

we aro, but where’s tho lady?" 

- 1-1 "It appears to me she's vlalblo to the naked eye," 

» , . .- ,. .|t, answered Delicti, motioning with hla head In the dlreo* 

FVJIIIilllll Ji Bon of Mias June, but looking very steadily at Smithson. 

\'Ujj I "Why. my dear sir, you aro Joking." 

"Whyforo7 She's the only lady I know of In them 

1 "But, my esteemed friend, there's a mistake. That— 

3 11 111 11 ah—party over there Is not tho lady,” 

5ti I Mil "What's that you say?" roared Delicti. "What did you 

5^1 i Ifiljl call her? Her no lady! Toko that bnok, you sucker, 

WllWl or — " Ho reached his hand behind him, drow hla ra- 

lIMlli volver half out of hla belt and made a stride forward. 
/>\ Vlllll "Stop Itl" crlod Miss June. "Stop it right off! 1 

■J A Villi won't have no flghtln’ over me!’! She eamo up on a 

r, Vul run, nnd with a dexterous movement hooked the crooked 

V\\ handle of her umbrella Into Dollctl's bolt nnd Jerked him 
HJV Y bnokwnrd. There won a sharp report; Delicti gave • 

vA \ v, ’ roar and grasped one of his legs with both hands. A 

Lyvt A chamber of hla revolver had been discharged and the 

* ' ,'V vVYv?'1 bullet passing downward had gone through hla foot. 

■ajK. 1 'wwlv Than th * r8 w *“ * quick shifting of characters In the 

W\vV arena At tho report of the platol Herr Smithson bounded 

A\Y^i\ Ihtn the air llko a rtibber ball and sprinted down the 

TOWf rood at a pace that would take him out of the State by 

®r J \\v the next morning; while tho Kioto, giving a yell of dls- 

Wv may, ,nolt ,0 hl * •'••'f- at' 11 working hla unequal legs ta 

jHBWJSggS* \\\ their full capacity, made off through the anga bruah In 

\ V * 1,fl 0 PP 0, !te direction. But prompt as were these move- 

\\ menls thny were not quicker than those of Miss June. 

\\ Before tho manngor had made a dozen Jumps she was 

\ Into her bandbox and had out of It a heavy ahawl, th< 

lV bottle of whisky, sorno vials, pieces of cloth and a pair of 

aclssors. She spread the shawl on tho ground, then flow 
to the buckbonrd and was back In a flash with the seal 
cushion, which aho put down on tho ahawl. Then aha 
went to Delicti and put her ahoulder under hla arm. 
He, * n tit® meantime, lmd boon hopping about on one 
foot nnd bellowing forth hla wrath and anguish In roar- 
Inga that added fresh vigor to tho terror-inspired lags of 
yy Horr Smithson and oent tho alarmod burro galloping of! 

' /SS/ X//y/\ after the Kioto. 

sO/jmsA "Come right along with mo now—right along. You 

'// / , may holler all you want to; lt'» good tor relievin’ pain, 

'' ' ' '''////( but swenrln' won't better It nono." 

’J/ I She helped hint to alt down on tho ahawl, and gave 

Y S him noma of the whisky. "It’s good for these occasions.'' 

yj anld ahe; "and It’a lucky I took it, or that Red Hoad 

VI would hnva drlnkcd It all up by this tlmo. Now let mo 

il have that butcher-knife." Bho unhooked his belt, took 

I out tho knife, and then made him llo down with his bend 

]> on the oushlon. In a mlnuto aho had cut awny Ida boot and 

/ exposed the Injured foot. Bho examined It carefully nnd 

fr-r\ not unskilfully, with eyo nnd hand, nnd soon declared her 

# opinion that It wasn't much of n wound after all. "Tho 

bullet's gono clean through.” said she, "and It must havo 
milbox with tho other llurt “ wrul nrat ' tor 11 " cnl rlsht ln “ mon|; 11,0 cor,1 “I 
md acemcd to bo pon- bul lhcr0 ,Un t n0 •»■*">" " or b fOke." 

She took hits of cloth, saturated them with tho con- 

)0u t here Mr Death- * enU of hcr vl ® 11 ' nm ' P ut lhom on woun ' 1 ' "■ ,lso 
ey hod gone some dls- "nilca," sahl the. "Some prefers carbollo oil; but l llko 
arnica, specially for tho drat application." 

tly—not very long Just Delicti mcnnwhllo lied censed his complnlnlngs. nnd 
•d very long anywhere vmB 'l' 1 "* quiet, attentively observing her movements. 

Ho looked at hcr homely, resolute, nnd yet womanly 
.min' atono gathers no •'*«»■ nnl1 watched tho awlft motions of tho hands Hint 
were so heavy In atrlfo, but so light and deft In their 
present ministrations. 

more respected If you "Now, Mr. Doathburrow, put your linger on the bnnd- 
.blo wife to look after nge-rlght thcre-ond hold It tight ivhllo I git a long 
u look decent. But I P>«« 10 b >m> round ,ho W|10| ° » nJ «•«’ 11 on." 
on sech land aa tills. Tho lon B I'leco was soon found; and as rlio secured 
It. I've got a quarter I? In Place, the proceeded to administer sorno wholosomo 

«a ever lay out doors. counsel to hcr patient. "Thin nccldont ull cornea front 

Improved-timber ami vonr carryln' round a loaded platol. It'a a very careless 

ock ami money nhead. habit, for It may go off any tlmo nnd hit somebody. And 

uld wish. I'va carried > sometimes think, Wllllam-thero, I’vo sold Itl Wall, I 

probably always shall. might ns woll any It na think It. nnd I think abort names 

ive lo depend on hired '» bust between friends anyway. You may call mo Loronn 

I can do Hint, but I for 0| 1 1 enro. Dut 1 ' vlw B ,lln ' ,0 ■*>’• William. I aomo- 

nnd aomotlnies I wish ilmea think you'ro qulok-tompcred, and that malios It 

or find sumo cnpablo all tho more danger. Think how awful It would bo If you 

javd to formerly think, had ihot tho man." 

ituro git mnrrlodi but, "I warn't n-playlng It to hurt tho fool," sold Dolloll. 
i anybody goln' to nnd "I wnnted lo scare him away. I was afraid ho'd coax 
on nowi'.ays are mostly you off- with him, and I wouldn't had you slopa with him 
tm ooots In the Bingo.” for twloo llio atokca ho was 10 cough up.” 

Iged In a grim chuckle. "Oh, William, what a Joker you arol Mo go oft with 
Intelligence, nnd when him I I should thought you'd known mo bettor. But you 

illo lliot matched hors. scnlrt him bad enough to pay him well for his Impu- 

. As they went along, donee lo mo. Ik's run tho fat all off from him by tills 

ort with on expression time, and nt tho rate ho was goln’ his friends'll novor 

: unmlxed Willi epecu- see him ugln. Thera, I think that'll bo oomfortablei but 

ha walked at her side when wo git to tho vlllago wo'll have a doctor look at 

I mnko up Ida mind on It for safety, though I don't think ho can IraproTS It 

Kioto, his humor had much.” 

nd had grown horribly She got him Into tho buckbonrd, wrnppod her ahawl 
vho ao coolly oaaumod about his foot and then climbed up herself and took tho 
to dominate even the reins. 

"It's lucky that man left his rig behind him," said 
died, but Horr Smith- ahe. "It looks llko a purly good lioree lor this country, 
:1 showed no signs of but I guess bo's got a touch of the springhalt.” 
was disappointed ond Wlmt passed botwoun them on their drlvo back to 
ist, while they wore Sagotown la a part of their family history and concerns 

i her dress, which hud no ono outsldo tho family; but as they drove Into town, 

was soon buoy among soon after dark, ahe was saying, "Yes, Wllllum, on all 

er cover of this illver- accounts lt’a beat for us to go straight home. I cun hut 

conversation with no. oft tho visit to I'Tuorolla Pease—and I don't know ns It'd 

conversance wun uo y necoBea ry t0 bo mode, onywny-and duty culls me 

back." 

out." They paused once to make an Inquiry of a passerby, 

with ye?" nnd then drove to a houso known to Uo tho residence u t 

wo-dekroed wltohi end the Bantlat minister. Here they stopped ithd aho nested 

e‘ll rldo us for a couple him Into tho houBo, and half an hour later Mr. ami Mrs. 

William Deathburrow camo out and wont to tho doctor's 
I rather llko her. and ulllce. 

:oes away with mini 1 That nlslU whon the express went through among 
him." those who boarded tho train wn« a lumo man, who aup- 

'our claim sure I But ported himself on ono side with an umbrella nnd was 

’a our chance. I any, supported on the other by a woman who carried in her 

free hand a large bandbox. She helped him Into the car, 
In tho Band was Ivcnrd nmdu a drummer glvo up ono of two Bents he was mo- 
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known nn "Corpus," nnd nometlme* as "Corpus Delicti. 

"That's your Isy-oul, Is Itr' aslfl Dollctl. speaking In 
a kind of plnnlralmo double baas; "I'm to hold up Iho 
singe this side of Hogsnout. unload the lady, and take her 
over the crowroad by tile Dogbrnnoh; and you will com. 
out there nml recapture her?” 

"Thai's It." said Bmllhjon. 

"And the stuff?" 

"Thai's all right. I'll pay you tho money when I get 
tho lady—fitly dollars." 

"Fifty won't do; the ante will have to bo a hundred." 

*'A hundred! Why. we've been talking fifty. The Job 
won't taka over half a day, and flfly for a half dny Is 
good business." 

"Ordinarily, maybe; but there’s things to ba consid¬ 
ered. Th,rc'n my character. I've got a reputation, and It 
won't Bound well that Corpus Delicti surrendered to a ten¬ 
derfoot. Then there's expenses. I’ll havo to hire a burro 
for tho lady, and my helper will have to eeo coin. I'll 
tako the Kioto with me^ho hasn't sand lo ahoot a hen, 
but he can hold a gun on the driver while I work tho 
paaaengera" Hero lie beckoned to a red-lislred, woasontd 
little fellow, with bandy leg*, ono shorter than the other, 
who came «ee-aawlng acroaa the room, and was Introduced 
ns the "I.nmo Kioto," or "I.lmpy," and who embraoed 
with enthualsom Iho manngeria proposition to toko a 
drink. 

"That's tho termr." aald Corpus after the refresh¬ 
ments had been absorbed. "We couldn't do this Job for 
leas, could we. I.lmpy?" 

"No," promptly answered the Kioto, who knew noth¬ 
ing about ellher the Job or the proposed terms. 

"All right," aald Smithson, who found himself out¬ 
voted. "A hundred It la. then. And now understand. It 
Is the first stage that goes over the road to-morrow—thi 
Kagetown stage. Tho ono from Violet cornea over, and 
passes through Bngctown, and goes on to Iloganoul about 
two hours later; but our aUgo Is tho first one In tho 
morning." 

"Thill's all clear," aald Delicti! "the particulars are 
comprehended." 

"There may be a little delay," added Bmllhaon. "In 
my getting to tho rescue. Tho people at lloganout may 
turn out to nsalst mil but It/hoy do. I'll lend (ho crowd 
off, and dodgo nway from them." 

"Don't let that thought disturb your mind.” answered 
Corpus. "I know Iho crowd over there; ond when they 
henr that Corpus Dollctl Is at the other end of tho trail, 
you won't ho Incommoded by no volunteers." 

Bidding his confederates good-byo until tho morrow, 
the manager sought tho hotel, to hold counatl with 
Madame Allannl. 

"i soy. Bally, I've got a big scheme." sold he. bustling 
Into the parlor where sho wna sitting nlone; "something 
to wako iho (lend and sot them scrambling to tho box 
oftlco. 

"What do you meah?" asked the Indy, ln a tone some¬ 
what of contempt. 

"Melon!" replied Smlthvon eagerly. "You take tho 
stage In the morning. Somewhere between hero nnd Hog- 
rnmit, Delicti, tho man you saw mo talking with Just now, 
will hold up tho whole business, nnd take you out. Ilo 
will bo accompanied by ft citizen of this pluce, ft very fine 
mnn, nnd they will escort ,-011,(0 ft placo wo linvo agreed 
on. Dollctl Is n perfect gentleman, nnd you will be treated 
with tho greatest politeness. I will go to lloganout to¬ 
night, ao us to meet llio slugs when It reaches lliere with 
tho nows of your abduollon. Then I’ll rip and tear around 
like mnd, borrow a revolver, and dash out lo the reacue. 
In un hour or two, I oholl bring you back to Hogsnout In 
triumph, and wo'll go right on to Uolden Dcslro, where 
llio story will havo preceded up. Tho whole population 
will turn out to get ft sight of you; tho opera houso will 
be Jnmmod. And that Is only tho beginning. Tho story 
of tho abduction of tho great prlma donna by the famous 
desperado, Corpus Dollctl, and of her rescue slnglo-hand- 
ed, utter a desperato battlo with knives nnd revolvers, by 
tier managor. Herr Smlthaon, will bo telegraphed all over 
tho world; and when wo get 13a»t, there will bo no theatres 
largo enough to hold tho crowds." 

Mndnmo Allonnl oaw tho point, Tho few details to 
be nettled between them were soon disposed of, and with 
a porting "Au rovftwr," tho manager went away to take 
his place for tho coming drama anti to wait for his cuo 
nt Hogsnout, 

Everybody knows tliftt tho best-laid schomos often go 
wrong. On tho morrow, at tho hour scheduled for the de¬ 
parture uf tho first stage, there was an unexpected delay. 
The passengers, Including Madame Alldnl, were nil aboard 
nnd tbclr fnvea paid; but "Blx-FIngered" Jue, tho driver, 
was missing. After half an hour's waiting. It wna learned 
that lie hud gono Into a ualoon, presumub y to toko a 
drink, but had got Into an argument with the bartender, 
nnd had a 44-slug blown Into Ills Hlomueh Instead. To 
find n Biibttltuto and get him ready to start took time, 
nnd, In the meanwhile, tho stage Irom Violet come along, 
nnd halting only long enough to give drink to tho thlrslv 

horses und driver, went on ahead, --- 

that, Instead of being tho first over the road, the velllcltl 
that carried tho prlma donna, stood Idlo at bagotown, 
•while tho Violet rival wna Jogging merrily along the road 
toward tho point of vuntagu where Corpus Delicti ond 
the I.nmo Klotu awaited the coming of their victim. 

There wore four nnsaongors hi the Violet s-tage—tlireo 
men and a womnn. Thu men were a Presbyterian minister, 
n Pinkerton delectlvo und a drummer from ft Chicago ahno 
house, Any ono would havo written down the woman 
ns "spinster" at first sight, and wo here Introduce her 
ns kites Lorena June, of Currency, Kan., nnd wo hope 
tho reader will tako a good look at her, for she Is well 
worth It. 

Miss Juno's ngo was, of course, uncertain, but Bhe must 
havo been qullo u slip of a girl when Leo surrendered. 
Bhe was tall and rather lean, not very angular, but large- 
bonod nnd strong looking, llor hair wna black, coarse, 
nnd brushed well back: her face long and narrow; her 
month wide, with tliln Ups that shut close together. She 
used spectacles with very largo glasses, and wore a 
plain, tlnrk-coiorod dress, nnd 11 brown straw hat with 
pink ribbons, Sho ivua slltlng-mid hod sat nil day—erect, 
■nationless nnd silent, holding In her lap a large bandbox, 
across the ton of which was nn umbrella, ull kopt In 
place by her brown, ungloved hands. 

Conversation had boon alnek In the singe. Tho lady 
had kept her oyos fixed on1 the faces of her felloiv-trav- 
elnrs with nn expression tlmt Implied disapproval, nnd 
they nil thought they could read tin those steadfast 
orbs n suspicion that they were confidence men and had 
designs on the bandbox. Once tho drummer started to 
toll a slory, but MIbs June'leveled'her spectacles at hla 
fnco with ft persistent certainty Or nlin that was dis¬ 
concerting; nnd tho story dwindled and became Innocu¬ 
ous and meagre of detail, nnd finally finished without 


the a lags. Blowly the ominous eyes passed over the 
group and rested on Miss June. "A fine day. lady and 
gontr," aald the deep voice. 

"Bee hart, mister," said the lady, "you can't coma 
In hore. I won t have tramps riflin' with me. There's 
auspicious lookin' characters enough In here now, anfl I 
won't havo no more of 'em. Moke him git on outside, 
driver." 

"You're deed right, Mlaa," sold Corpus: 'They are a 
bad looking lot, and wo'll aliako their company. Just 
Ehunt yourself this way ond I'll help you out." 

"Ilflp mo outl I ain’t goln' to git out; and If I was. 
I could do It without your. help. Co away, you nasty 
lookin' villain. Drlvtr, why don't you go on?" 

"Tho Indy doesn't understand the situation. Colonel," 
said the drummer. "You sec, Miss, this Is a hold-up; and 


"Yea. I ace a fool. I'm lookin' at him now. If It'a 
n hold-up, you better keep your mouth shot, and you 
can hold up your hands nil the easier. You're a purty 
lookin' specimen. You look gay, icltln' there Ml humped 
up ond your paws In tho air. You'd better tell another 
funny story, hadn't you?" 

"Bully for you, mo lady," cald Delicti. "Tou're as 
good aa a circus with a bull fight attachment; but busi¬ 
ness la builnea* and time Is nowlng: so have the kind¬ 
ness to olep this way. Never mind the bondbos; lenva 
It right there; It'll bo safe; tho company la reaponalbla." 

"I tell you I ain't goln' to git out l'vo laid It twice 
now and that's enough; nnd If I woa, 1 wouldn't leave 
my bamlhox. Where I go that goev nnd where I atay 
that elnya. And I can tell you aomethlng one; If you 
p'lnt Ihnt platol at mo I'll—I'll awnt ye." 

Blic gripped U10 handle of her umbrella with both 
hands, braced herself, and awaited developments. 

"Mndnm," aald tho clergyman. In ft quavering voices 
"I do not believe this good gsnUeman lias nny evil In¬ 
tentions toward you, and I think that under the circum¬ 
stances, and to avoid the possible effusion of blood, It 
would bo advisable for you to alight.” 

"What do you know about It, you bnld-hcadad old 
poke? He’s about as much a gentleman aa you aro n 
innn, I reckon. Why don't you git out and go along 
with him yourself. It you think ao much of him? I de¬ 
clare, if It ain't enough to forever disgust everybody 
with the whole eeel. Three great lummoxes afraid of one 
mean-lookin' old vagabondl Why don't you pitch ot 
him ond molto him go nway? Put that downl" 

This last remark was caused by An adroit movement 
on tho part of Delicti. Taking odvontngo of a moment 
when her attention wes on the olergyman, ho had alyly 
reached hla disengaged hand Inside and got pocsesaldn of 
the bandbox. "Put it down. I eayl You won't, hoy?" 
Sho ruao to her feet, and tho light of battle woe In her 
eyes ue sho made for the door, through which her prop¬ 
erty wna 'disappearing, "alt out of ray way, Branny. 
Let mo out there! I’ll ehow him. I think yuu'd all better 
git petticoats the first thing after you gtt home." 

"I concur In tho reaolullon ot the house,'' Bhouted the 
Kioto, who woe shaking with laughter to a tlcgreo that 
rendered tho aim of tho gun he was holding on the drivor 
very uncertain. 

Wlmt nro you lafiln about, you little red-headed 

iiiBuiis ,*„v, ..... ...—.—... monkey ?'' said Miss Juno as sho bounded from tho stage. 

only long enough to give drink to the thirsty "All clear, drlvo on," said DolleU. 

• * ““ And so It happened "Uo ahead, drivor, you aro discharged," yelled tho 

Hjjjf'"—“ ' Klote. ■ 

"Don’t you flare stir a step till I git my bandbox anfl 
git back Into tho wagon," Bold Mias Juno. 

These conflicting Instructions confused tho driver, 
otlil ho remulned stationary. Thou ensued a battle foyal. 
Delicti with the bandbox, llko a lion bearing oil his piey, 
with oyo alert, backed slowly away from nls approach¬ 
ing foe, Bhe, like a llonoBB npriiiglng to tho rtsoue of hor 
cub, went nt him with a rush and delivered a sweeping 
blow with her umbrella, which ho avoided by ducking, 
but which sent his sombrero into tho sand. Then fol¬ 
lowed. In quick succession, upper cut, under cut, Jab 
and sltlo awing; lie dodging, ducking, patrylng and still 
hacking off; sho cutting and thrusting and pressing him 
hotly fii front. The Kpto wao how fn llio sand, rolling 
about and howling, and tbo three men In the otogo, tholr 


YOU LOOK GAY, SETTIN’ THERE 
ALL HUMPED UP, AND YOUR 
PAWS IN THE AIR” 


••1 don't approve of drlnkln, eald she. "Ivo aeon 
tho evil effects and won't have It. I ought by good rlghta 
to empty it out, but It’s sometimes useful In Blckne,»9 
and bo I won't; but I'll sco that it don't tempt you any 
more right off. And l'vo got a word ln seuflun for you. 
young man, and that I*. >'ou luff too much for your own 
good. 1 like lollin' In Its place: but If 1 catch you makln 
nny moro fun of me 1*11 straighten them legs of youra 
In suqh a way that they'll come out 4?von." 

She then put the boltlo Into tho bandbox and declared 
herself ready to start 

"How aro wo goln'7" 

"Here’s your burro." nnawerea Delicti. "Toto him 

UP '"What. that little brutol Mo ride on him! I'm bet¬ 
ter able to carry him than h*> In Ine." 

"i'ou'll find hla girengih all right. Miss June." 

Bhe >vent up to the animal and put her hurnla on hla 

"How'm I goln' to olt ont I can git on to any horse, 
but this thing uln't hlgn enough to jump on to, and he's 
a llftUktao high to set down on. 

"Let me help you, MUs June, aald Delicti, and then 
ho took her In hla strong arms, and lifting hcr up us 
he would a buby, placed her securely In her scat Ji 
was the llrst morcullnu embrace she hail ever experi¬ 
enced, and there was an unmistakable smile on her plain, 
brown face as she looked down approvingly at her lato 
antagonitt; ... 

"Well, I declare. Mr. Deathburrow, If you ain't atout! 

J,jihvay8^1jl a o ie, g^ gui.^n n, 1 hata_ 

. _ The cavaifiado nos moved off, BoUqU leading t&e bune 


Thta 'Invltntlon wna addressed.to tho driver: but the 
men Inaldo waited no second cull: their thfeu naira of 
hands woht lulu tho air With a celerity and forco of notion 
that Jerked lueir Khlrt collara up against tholr oars. Mls« 
June looked surprised, but sulil nothing,- and clutched 
hor bandbox with a firmer grip. Then the door wrs 
oponed and tho miiwle of a revolver appeared, backed 
by a fnco tho nspeck rtf ”‘ ,li "l)j.ilH.hi»IB Ihiw mm Inla 
* frantic atrugalu toWfPmmua ^uuo^ugh tho top of 








